
--more-- 

For immediate release… Wednesday, December 19, 2012             5 pp. 
 

Contact:  Dan Cassino 973.896.7072 dcassino@fdu.edu @dancassino 

  Krista Jenkins 908.328.8967  kjenkins@fdu.edu 
 

 

AMERICANS WANT FEDERAL MONEY FOR SANDY REBUILDING 

A large majority of Americans – including a majority of both political parties – say 

the federal government should fund reconstruction of areas devastated by Superstorm Sandy, 

even if doing so drives up the deficit.  

According to a new national poll of registered voters from Fairleigh Dickinson 

University’s PublicMind, 66 percent of voters said that the federal government should fund 

reconstruction, while 23 percent said that the federal government shouldn’t be spending 

money it doesn’t have, even for a natural disaster. Support for federal relief is higher among 

Democrats (77%) than Republicans, but a majority of Republicans (54%) support it as well. 

Only 23 percent – including 36 percent of Republicans and 13 percent of Democrats – said 

federal finances should take precedence. 

In recent days, federal funding for reconstruction and relief in the wake of Superstorm 

Sandy has become caught up in the fight over the looming fiscal cliff. President Obama’s 

request for $60 billion in federal money to help impacted communities has been called into 

question, with the Conservative Club for Growth opposing federal assistance on budgetary 

grounds and Republicans in the House of Representatives asking for cuts to other programs 

to offset the spending.  

“Historically, spending to rebuild after a natural disaster has had bipartisan support,” 

said Dan Cassino, professor of political science at Fairleigh Dickinson University and an 

analyst for the poll. “These results show that’s still true with the public, but it doesn’t seem to 

be the case in Washington.” 

However, the same poll results show that Obama has very little leverage over 

Republicans in Congress on this and other issues. Only 48 percent of Americans approve of 

the job Obama is doing as President, and only 11 percent of Republicans do. In addition, only 

37 percent think that the country is moving in the right direction, with half (50 %) saying that 

it’s on the wrong track. 
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“The best way for a President to get things done is to show members of Congress that 

their constituents support the President,” said Cassino. “And these numbers are showing us 

that Republicans in Congress just don’t have to worry about that. It doesn’t look like ignoring 

the President is going to hurt them at all.” 

The results also show the lingering effects of the recession on voters. While younger 

voters are much more likely to be Democrats than older voters, they are no more likely to say 

the country is on the right track. Forty-one percent of voters under 30 say that the country is 

on the right track, while 43 percent say that it’s on the wrong track. The figures for 30 to 45 

year old voters are almost identical (40 and 45%, respectively). 

“While Democrats are motivated to say that things are going well to support the 

President, reality does step in,” said Cassino. “The people just starting out were hit hardest by 

the economic downturn, and if you can’t get a job, nothing is going to make the outlook 

rosy.” 

 

The Fairleigh Dickinson University poll of 814 registered voters was conducted nationally by 

telephone with both landline and cell phones from December 10 through December 16, 2012, 

and has a margin of error of +/-3.4 percentage points. 

Methodology, questions, and tables on the web at: http://publicmind.fdu.edu 

Radio actualities at 201.692.2846               For more information, please call 201.692.7032 

http://publicmind.fdu.edu/
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Methodology 

The most recent survey by Fairleigh Dickinson University’s PublicMind was conducted by 

telephone from December 10 through December 16, 2012, using a randomly selected sample 

of 814 registered voters nationwide. One can be 95 percent confident that the error 

attributable to sampling has a range of +/- 3.4 percentage points. The margin of error for 

subgroups is larger and varies by the size of that subgroup. Survey results are also subject to 

non-sampling error. This kind of error, which cannot be measured, arises from a number of 

factors including, but not limited to, non-response (eligible individuals refusing to be 

interviewed), question wording, the order in which questions are asked, and variations among 

interviewers.  

 

PublicMind interviews are conducted by Opinion America of Cedar Knolls, NJ, with 

professionally trained interviewers using a CATI (Computer Assisted Telephone 

Interviewing) system. Random selection is achieved by computerized random-digit dialing. 

This technique gives every person with a landline phone number (including those with 

unlisted numbers) an equal chance of being selected.  

 

Landline households are supplemented with a separate, randomly selected sample of cell-

phone respondents interviewed in the same time frame.  The total combined sample is 

mathematically weighted to match known demographics of age, race and gender. 
 

 

In general, do you approve or disapprove of the way Barack Obama is handling his job as President? 

 All Party  Gender Age Race 

  Dem Ind Rep Men Women 18-29 30-44 45-59 60+ White Non-white 

Approve  48% 84 39 11 44 52 56 51 45 46 40 71 

Disapprove 42% 9 39 83 46 38 28 38 46 46 51 15 

Unsure 10% 7 23 6 9 10 15 11 9 8 9 13 
 

In your opinion, do you believe the country is moving in the right direction or is it on the wrong track? 

 All Party  Gender Age Race 

  Dem Ind Rep Men Women 18-29 30-44 45-59 60+ White Non-white 

Right direction 37% 69 23 6 33 40 41 40 33 35 30 56 

Wrong track 50% 17 49 89 54 46 43 45 56 51 58 27 

Unsure 13% 14 29 5 13 14 16 14 11 13 12 16 
 

 

Some people think that the federal government should fund reconstruction from natural disasters like 

Hurricane Sandy, and worry about how to pay for it later. Others say that the federal government 

shouldn’t spend money it doesn’t have, even if there is a natural disaster. What comes closer to your 

view? 

 All Party  Gender Age Race 

  Dem Ind Rep Men Women 18-

29 

30-

44 

45-

59 

60+ White Non-

white 

Fund 66% 77 61 54 61 70 78 70 63 58 62 78 

Don’t fund 23% 13 24 36 26 21 19 19 26 26 26 13 

Both 4% 4 5 4 5 4 1 4 4 6 5 4 

Neither 3% 3 7 3 4 3 1 3 5 3 4 2 

Unsure 3% 3 3 3 4 3 1 3 1 6 3 3 

Refused - - - 1 1 - - - 1 1 1 - 
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Exact Question Wording and Order 
 

US1. In general, do you approve or disapprove of the way Barack Obama is handling his 

job as President? 

1 Approve 

2 Disapprove 

8 DK/Unsure/mixed [DON’T READ] 

9 Refused [DON’T READ] 

 

US2.  In your opinion, do you believe the country is moving in the right direction or is it on 

the wrong track? 

1 Right direction 

2 Wrong track 

8 DK/Unsure [DON’T READ] 

9 Refused. [DON’T READ] 

 

US3 series released December 18, 2012 

 

US4  Some people think that the federal government should fund reconstruction from 

natural disasters like Hurricane Sandy, and worry about how to pay for it later. Others say 

that the federal government shouldn't spend money it doesn't have, even if there is a natural 

disaster. What comes closer to your view? [RANDOMIZE RESPONSE CHOICES] 

1 The federal government should fund reconstruction from natural disasters 

2 The federal government shouldn’t spend money it doesn’t have, even if there is a 

natural disaster   

3 Both/neither 

8 DK 

9 Refused 
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Sample characteristics – Registered voters 

 
Gender 

Male 48 

Female 52 

 

Age 

18-29 14 

30-44 26 

45-59 29 

60+ 30 

Refused 1 

 

Race/Ethnicity 

White 72 

Black/African-American 13 

Latino or Hispanic 9 

Asian 2 

Other/refused 4 

 

Census region 

Northeast 19 

Midwest 22 

South 32 

West 27 
 

 

Education 

HS or less 29 

Some college 34 

College graduate 37 

 

 

Party identification 

Democrat 34 

Independent 39 

Republican 26 

Other 1 

DK/Refused 1 

 
  

 

 


