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GARDEN STATERS CRY FOUL OVER PROPOSED PLASTIC BAG FEE 

 
By an almost three-to-two margin, New Jersey registered voters say they disapprove of 

proposed legislation that would charge shoppers five cents for each plastic bag they use to carry 

their goods from the store, according to the most recent statewide poll of randomly selected 

registered voters from Fairleigh Dickinson University’s PublicMind. Almost 60 percent (56%) 

are against this added fee, compared with 39 percent who favor the proposed legislation. 

According to the National Conference of State Legislatures, no state has imposed a tax or 

fee on the use of plastic bags. If the legislation passes, New Jersey would be the first.  

For a majority of respondents, being asked about the plastic bag fee was likely the first 

time they had heard about it. Fifty-three percent said they knew nothing about the issue, and an 

additional 22 percent say they’ve heard only a little.  

“Although the legislation is designed to minimize the harmful effects of plastic bags on 

the environment, the added fee for something shoppers have come to expect as a courtesy isn’t 

sitting well with New Jersey voters,” said Krista Jenkins, director of PublicMind and professor of 

political science at Fairleigh Dickinson University. “When aggregated over time, the fee’s hit to 

already stretched budgets sounds too big for a majority of Garden State residents to bear.”  

Unlike a variety of other issues that are before the legislature, this measure is widely 

panned across a variety of demographic groups. Majorities of Democrats and Republicans, men 

and women, whites and non-whites, and the young and old(er) are against paying for plastic.  

“If the legislation passes, it looks like when asked ‘Paper or plastic?’ shoppers will opt 

for paper and pocket their nickels,” said Jenkins.  

 

The Fairleigh Dickinson University poll of 700 registered voters statewide was conducted by 

telephone using both landlines and cell phones from January 2 through January 6, 2013, and has 

a margin of error of +/-3.7 percentage points. 

 

Methodology, questions, and tables on the web at: http://publicmind.fdu.edu 
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Methodology 

The most recent survey by Fairleigh Dickinson University’s PublicMind was conducted by 

telephone from January 2 through January 6, 2013, using a randomly selected sample of 700 

registered voters in New Jersey. One can be 95 percent confident that the error attributable to 

sampling has a range of +/- 3.7 percentage points. The margin of error for subgroups is larger 

and varies by the size of that subgroup. Survey results are also subject to non-sampling error. 

This kind of error, which cannot be measured, arises from a number of factors including, but not 

limited to, non-response (eligible individuals refusing to be interviewed), question wording, the 

order in which questions are asked, and variations among interviewers.  

 

PublicMind interviews are conducted by Opinion America of Cedar Knolls, NJ, with 

professionally trained interviewers using a CATI (Computer Assisted Telephone Interviewing) 

system. Random selection is achieved by computerized random-digit dialing. This technique 

gives every person with a landline phone number (including those with unlisted numbers) an 

equal chance of being selected.  

 

Landline households are supplemented with a separate, randomly selected sample of cell-phone 

respondents interviewed in the same time frame.  The total combined sample is mathematically 

weighted to match known demographics of age, race and gender. 
 

 

Plastic bags 

Recently the legislature introduced a bill that would charge shoppers 5 cents for each plastic shopping 

bag that they use for their purchase. How much have you heard or read about this issue? 

 All Party  Gender Age Race 
  Dem Ind Rep Men Women 18-34 35-44 55+ White Non-white 

A lot  8% 9 5 9 7 10 7 7 11 8 9 

Some 17% 20 15 14 13 20 18 14 19 18 13 

Just a little 22% 23 25 20 23 22 31 20 20 21 28 

Nothing 53% 48 53 57 57 48 44 60 49 53 50 

Unsure 0% * 1 * * * * * * * * 

 
Plastic bags cont. 

Do you approve or disapprove of legislation that would charge shoppers 5 cents for each plastic 

shopping bag that they use for their purchase? 

 All Party  Gender Age Race 
  Dem Ind Rep Men Women 18-34 35-44 55+ White Non-white 

Approve  39% 45 39 31 36 41 47 37 36 40 38 

Disapprove 56% 52 54 63 58 53 52 57 56 54 57 

Unsure 5% 4 8 5 5 5 1 5 8 6 4 

Refused 0% * * 1 1 * * 1 * * 1 
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Exact Question Wording and Order 
 

 

US1, US2, NJ1 through NJ3, NJ4A, NJ4C, NJ4D, NJ5, and NJ6 released Monday, January 7,  

2013 

 

NJ4B and NJE released Thursday, January 10, 2013 

 

NJ7 and NJ8 released Monday, January 14, 2013 

 

NJ9 Recently the legislature introduced a bill that would charge shoppers 5 cents for each 

plastic shopping bag that they use for their purchase. How much have you heard or read about 

this issue? 

1 A lot 

2 Some 

3 Just a little 

4 Nothing at all 

9 DK 

 

NJ10 Do you approve or disapprove of legislation that would charge shoppers 5 cents for each 

plastic shopping bag that they use for their purchase? 

1 Approve 

2 Disapprove 

8 DK 

9 Refused 
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Sample characteristics 

 
Gender 

Male 47 

Female 53 

 

Age 

18-34 22 

35-54 41 

55+ 36 

Refused 1 

 

Race/Ethnicity 

White 69 

Black/African-American 11 

Latino or Hispanic 10 

Asian 6 

Other/refused 3 

 

Public employee household 

Yes 23 

No 76 

Unsure/refused 1 
 

Party identification 

Democrat/Lean Democrat 48 

Independent/DK/refused 19 

Republican/Lean Republican 33 

 


