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CHRISTIE INSULATED FROM FRUSTRATIONS WITH CONGRESS,  

REST OF NEW JERSEY GOP NOT IMMUNE 

 
New Jersey voters are unhappy with the state of national politics, but incumbent Governor Chris 

Christie remains insulated from voter dissatisfaction with Congress. However, according to the latest 

results from Fairleigh Dickinson University’s PublicMind poll of registered voters, this same disapproval 

of national politicians is having a sizable impact on New Jersey voters in general, making the state much 

more inhospitable for other Republican politicians.   

Going into Election Day, Christie’s approval ratings remain high, with 61 percent of voters 

saying that they approve of the job he’s doing as governor; a slightly smaller figure, 56 percent, say that 

the state is on the right track. Both of these figures are unchanged from last month. 

“Generally, we’d expect that an election would cut into an incumbent’s approval numbers,” said 

Dan Cassino, a professor of political science at Fairleigh Dickinson and an analyst for the poll. “But 

Democratic opponent Barbara Buono hasn’t been able to cut into his numbers at all.” 

New Jersey voters are less happy with the national political situation. When asked about the 

negotiations over the federal budget -- the failure over which led to the recent government shutdown -- 

only 38 percent approve of the way President Obama has handled negotiations. While these numbers 

aren’t high, they’re better than for the other players involved in the standoff: only 32 percent approve of 

the job Congressional Democrats are doing and only 14 percent think Congressional Republicans did a 

good job. 

“New Jersey voters are as frustrated as the rest of the country with how Congress has been 

acting,” said Cassino. “The difference is that voters in New Jersey don’t have to wait another year for an 

election if they want to act on it.” 

However, Governor Christie seems to be largely insulated from the dire approval ratings at the 

national level. Half of voters polled were randomly assigned to answer questions about the federal budget 

negotiations before answering questions about New Jersey politics. The other half answered questions 

about New Jersey first, and questions about the federal government only afterwards. By comparing the 

two groups, it’s possible to see how a voter’s opinions of the national political situation impact how they 

feel about New Jersey politicians.  

Voters who were first asked about the budget negotiations were no less likely to approve of the 

job Christie is doing – but they were more likely to be undecided about how they feel about Christie. 
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When voters answer questions about New Jersey first, only three percent say that they “don’t know” how 

they feel about Christie. When the national questions are asked first, six percent say that they “don’t 

know.”  

“In New Jersey, about a quarter of Democrats say that they’re going to vote for Christie,” said 

Cassino. “National Republicans are making them uncomfortable supporting a Republican, but not enough 

to make them turn against him.”  

The same question ordering technique can also be used to estimate the effect of the national 

political situation on New Jersey voters more generally. Just before being asked about whether they 

consider themselves to be Republicans or Democrats, respondents were randomly assigned to be asked 

about N.J. politics, the federal budget negotiations, or a series of non-political questions about New Jersey 

farms. Compared to voters who had just been asked about Jersey Fresh produce, voters who had been 

asked about the federal government were nine points less likely to say that they were Republicans (from 

29 percent to 20 percent), with the number of independent increasing by about the same number (from 12 

to 23 percent). Voters who were reminded about New Jersey politics were no different from the control 

condition. 

“New Jersey voters disapprove of the national political situation so much that reminding them of 

it reduces the number of Republicans statewide by a third,” said Cassino. “Christie’s personal approval is 

insulating him from these effects, but if these effects continue, it will be difficult for other Republicans 

trying to run statewide.” 

 In addition to the governor’s race, voters will also be deciding on control of the N.J. State 

Assembly and the State Senate. Forty-three percent of registered voters say that they will support the 

Democratic candidate for Assembly in their district, while 36 percent say that they will support the 

Republican.  Democrats hold almost exactly the same advantage -- 43 to 36 -- in the race for the State 

Senate. These results indicate that significant change in Trenton is unlikely. Since PublicMind first began 

polling voters about the state legislature, the results have been almost unchanged. In 2001, Democrats had 

a 41 to 36 advantage in the vote for State Assembly. In the last survey before the 2003 election, 42 

percent of voters said that they would support Democratic candidates. In 2011, Democrats led 41 to 36. 

The only recent year that’s deviated from this balance was 2007, when 49 percent said that they would 

support Democrats in their local assembly races. 

“Democrats can expect to hold on to control of Trenton,” said Cassino. “Voters generally don’t 

know who the state Assembly and Senate candidates are, so they’re just voting on party lines. So long as 

voters continue do so, Democrats are going to do just fine.” 

  



The Fairleigh Dickinson University poll of 1,206 registered voters in New Jersey was conducted by 

telephone with both landline and cell phones from October 24 through October 30, 2013, and has a 

margin of error of +/-3.7 percentage points. 

Methodology, questions, and tables on the web at: http://publicmind.fdu.edu 

Radio actualities at 201.692.2846               For more information, please call 201.692.7032 

Methodology 

The most recent survey by Fairleigh Dickinson University’s PublicMind was conducted by telephone 

from October 24 through October 30, 2013 using a randomly selected sample of 1,206 registered voters 

who reside in New Jersey. One can be 95 percent confident that the error attributable to sampling has a 

range of +/- 3.7 percentage points. The margin of error for subgroups is larger and varies by the size of 

that subgroup. Survey results are also subject to non-sampling error. This kind of error, which cannot be 

measured, arises from a number of factors including, but not limited to, non-response (eligible individuals 

refusing to be interviewed), question wording, the order in which questions are asked, and variations 

among interviewers.  

PublicMind interviews are conducted by Opinion America of Cedar Knolls, NJ, with professionally 

trained interviewers using a CATI (Computer Assisted Telephone Interviewing) system. Random 

selection is achieved by computerized random-digit dialing. This technique gives every person with a 

landline phone number (including those with unlisted numbers) an equal chance of being selected.  

Landline households are supplemented with a separate, randomly selected sample of cell-phone 

respondents interviewed in the same time frame.  The total combined sample is mathematically weighted 

to match known demographics of age, race and gender. 
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Exact Question Wording and Order 

GOV1 and GOV2 released Friday, November 1 

MINWAGE1 and MINWAGE2 released Sunday, November 3 

 

[Split half US1 through US3 And NJ1 through NJ4 – ½ get US1 through in that order, followed by the NJ 

series; remaining half get the opposite] 

 

US1 Do you approve or disapprove of the way President is handling negotiations over the federal 

budget? [Rotate approve/disapprove] 

1 Approve 

2 Disapprove 

8 DK/Ref (vol) 

 

US2 Do you approve or disapprove of the way Democrats in Congress are handling negotiations over 

the federal budget? [Rotate approve/disapprove] 

1 Approve 

2 Disapprove 

8 DK/Ref (vol) 

 

US3 Do you approve or disapprove of the way Republicans in Congress are handling negotiations 

over the federal budget? [Rotate approve/disapprove] 

1 Approve 

2 Disapprove 

8 DK/Ref (vol) 

 

NJ1. Now thinking about New Jersey, do you approve or disapprove of the job Chris Christie is 

 doing as governor?  

1 Approve 

2 Disapprove 

3 Neither [vol] or Neutral [vol] 

8 DK [vol] or both [vol] 

 

NJ2.  In your opinion, do you think things in New Jersey are moving in the right direction or are they 

on the wrong track? 

1 Right direction 

2 Wrong track 

8 DK/Unsure [DON’T READ] 



 

NJ3.  In November, the entire state legislature is up for election. If the election were held today, would 

you vote for the Democratic or Republican candidate in the State Assembly for your district, or are you 

unsure? [Randomize Order] 

1 Republican 

2 Democrat 

3 Other (vol) 

8 DK/Ref  [Ask NJ3A] 

 

NJ3A Which way do you lean?   

1 Republican 

2 Democrat 

8 DK/Ref   

 

NJ4.  And if the election were held today, would you vote for the Democratic or Republican candidate 

in the State Senate for your district, or are you unsure? [Randomize Order] 

1 Republican 

2 Democrat 

3 Other (vol) 

8 DK/Ref  [Ask NJ3A] 

 

NJ4A Which way do you lean?  

1 Republican 

2 Democrat 

8 DK/Ref   

Sample characteristics – Likely voters 

Gender 

Male 49 

Female 51 

Age 

18-29 12 

30-44 26 

45-59 32 

60+ 28 

Refused 2 

Race/Ethnicity 

White 68 

Black/African-American 13 

Latino or Hispanic 10 

Asian 4 

Other/refused 5 

Party identification 

Democrat/Lean Democrat 44 

Independent/DK/refused 21 

Republican/Lean Republican 35 

 


