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For immediate release: Thursday, April 28, 2016          8 pp.  
 

Contact:  Krista Jenkins; kjenkins@fdu.edu 973.443.8390 

 
 

FAIRLEIGH DICKINSON UNIVERSITY’S PUBLICMIND POLL FINDS 

GENDER CONSIDERATIONS CAUSE VOTERS TO FAVOR DEMOCRATIC 

CANDIDATES 

LATEST POLL SHOWS CLINTON WOULD FARE BEST AGAINST TRUMP OUT OF ALL GOP CONTENDERS 

Fairleigh Dickinson University, April 28, 2016 – The United States has never chosen a woman as a 

major party candidate for president. This could change in a few months if Hillary Clinton secures the 

necessary number of delegates to clinch the Democratic nomination. Although Americans routinely tell 

pollsters they’re ready to elect a woman, it remains an open question whether gender is playing a role in 

shaping candidate preferences in the 2016 contest. The most recent national survey of registered voters 

from Fairleigh Dickinson University’s PublicMind finds evidence that gender does indeed affect who 

voters tell pollsters they favor in a head to head contest between the top remaining candidates. 

 

Proof of this can be seen in a question order experiment. Half of the sample was asked a series of 

questions about gender before being asked whom they’d support in hypothetical match ups pitting 

Democrats Hillary Clinton and Bernie Sanders against Republicans Donald Trump, Ted Cruz, and John 

Kasich. The remaining half of the sample was asked the candidate preference questions before the gender 

questions. Questions concerning gender are: 

 

Please tell me which of the following statements best describes your feelings, even if neither is perfect: 

 The obstacles that once existed for women to succeed in politics are largely gone OR Women still 

experience obstacles that make it difficult for them to succeed in politics. 

 The fact that a woman is a leading candidate for her party’s nomination is something that is not 

likely to occur again any time soon OR There are many women today who are likely to become a 

major party candidate for president. 

 In your opinion, does the news media evaluate women candidates more harshly than male 

candidates, treat women the same as male candidates, or are women candidates evaluated less 

harshly than male candidates? 

 Just your best guess, currently what percent of Congress do women represent? 
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The effect of gender is considerable. Support for Hillary Clinton is, on average, 13 percentage points 

higher when voters are primed to consider questions of gender as compared with those who indicated 

their favored candidate after the gender questions were posed. 

 

In a head-to-head with Donald Trump, Clinton receives the support of 58 percent of voters to Trump’s 31 

percent in the primed condition, and Clinton receives the support of 45 percent to Trump’s 37 percent in 

the unprimed condition. In a Clinton/Cruz matchup, Clinton’s 56 percent eclipses Cruz’s 33 percent in the 

primed condition, but she loses her lead in the unprimed condition (39 percent versus 44 percent). Her 

lead is smaller relative to those for Trump and Cruz in a matchup with Kasich in the primed condition (47 

percent versus 41 percent). And, similar to Cruz, her lead disappears in the unprimed condition, with 

Kasich garnering the support of 41 percent of voters to Clinton’s 38 percent. 

 

“If it’s Clinton and Trump in November, our data suggests she’ll do well against him regardless of 

whether gender is a campaign issue. However, if it’s Cruz or, less likely, Kasich, it looks like talking 

about gender could help turn opponents into supporters,” said Krista Jenkins, professor of political 

science and director of PublicMind.  

 

The effect of priming on Clinton is more consequential among men than women. On average, Clinton 

does 12 percentage points better against her possible general election opponents among primed men as 

compared with unprimed male respondents.  

 

As for women, gender remains salient, although the effect is less than that compared with men. On 

average, Clinton receives a 7.6 percentage point boost among primed women over unprimed women.  

 

Overall, there is mixed evidence regarding whether Clinton’s gender will hurt or help her presidential run. 

Although today’s results indicate that Clinton’s support increases when gender is made salient, other 

gender concerns can work against her. For example, a recent PublicMind survey found that men who 

http://view2.fdu.edu/publicmind/2016/160323
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consider the threat that a female President might pose to traditional gender roles are substantially less 

likely to support Clinton. 

 

Raising questions of gender before asking about candidate preference also appears to help Bernie 

Sanders. On average, those primed with the gender questions offer five percentage points more support 

for the Vermont senator as compared with those in the unprimed condition.   

 

“It looks like Democrats across the board benefit from an environment where gender is made salient,” 

said Jenkins.  

 

Among Republicans, with the exception of John Kasich, whose support does not change as a consequence 

of the gender prime, Ted Cruz and Donald Trump are hurt more than they are helped in the question order 

experiment. Trump loses an average of 5.5 percent support in the unprimed condition with Cruz losing an 

average of 6.5 percent.  

 

“When the opponents are Hillary Clinton and Bernie Sanders, a discussion of gender appears to work to 

the detriment of all of the Republicans vying for their party’s nomination,” said Jenkins.    

 

However, the effect is not universal among men and women. Among men, average Trump support 

decreases 10 percentage points when respondents are primed to think about gender; similar numbers are 

observed for Ted Cruz (9.5 points). For Kasich, he loses an average of 8.5 points in the unprimed 

condition. 

 

Among women, the picture is more complex. Gender helps Trump gain an average of 4.5 percentage 

points and 2.5 percentage points for Cruz. Among Republicans, John Kasich is helped the most. Women 

give him an average boost of 8.5 percentage points when they are asked to consider questions of gender 

before indicating their preference.  

 

The same survey finds a majority of registered voters are convinced women candidates have it harder than 

men when it comes to politics. Sixty-one percent believe obstacles remain that make it more difficult for 

women to who run for public office, with 34 percent who say the obstacles are largely gone.  However, 

when it comes to the media, opinion is divided over whether women are treated more harshly or treated 

equally, with 20 percent who believe the media treats women in a way that’s easier than their male 

colleagues.  

 

As for whether another woman will likely succeed Hillary Clinton to win a major party nomination in the 

not-too-distant future, 71 percent believe there are many others poised to follow in her footsteps. Only a 

quarter (24%) say Clinton is a once in a lifetime phenomenon. 

 

And, when asked how many women currently are serving in Congress, the average response is not too off 

the mark. The actual percentage is 19.4, and the average response was 21 percent. 

 

Finally, the survey finds little evidence for the belief that older and younger women evaluate the 

importance of gender differently. Although there are some percentage differences, those younger than 50 

and 50 and older have similar ideas about the difficulty (or lack thereof) that women face in politics, do 

not differ very much in their perception of media coverage of women candidates and politicians, and are 

of similar minds regarding the likelihood of other successful female candidates for president.  
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Methodology - The Fairleigh Dickinson University poll was conducted by landline and cellular telephone 

April 13-17, 2016 among a random national sample of 809 registered voters. Results have a margin of 

sampling error of +/- 4.1 percentage points, including the design effect. 

 
Methodology, questions, and tables on the web at: http://publicmind.fdu.edu 

Radio actualities at 201.692.2846               For more information, please call 201.692.7032 

The most recent survey by Fairleigh Dickinson University’s PublicMind was conducted by telephone 

from April 13-17, 2016 using a randomly selected sample of 809 registered voters nationwide. One can be 

95 percent confident that the error attributable to sampling has a range of +/- 4.1 percentage points, 

including the design effect. The margin of error for subgroups is larger and varies by the size of that 

subgroup.  

 

Survey results are also subject to non-sampling error. This kind of error, which cannot be measured, 

arises from a number of factors including, but not limited to, non-response (eligible individuals refusing 

to be interviewed), question wording, the order in which questions are asked, and variations among 

interviewers.  

 

Interviews were conducted by SSRS of Media, Pennsylvania, with professionally trained interviewers 

using a CATI (Computer Assisted Telephone Interviewing) system. Random selection is achieved by  

computerized random-digit dialing. This technique gives every person with a landline or cellular phone 

number (including those with unlisted numbers) an equal chance of being selected.  

 

The total combined sample is mathematically weighted to match known demographics of age, sex, race, 

and education. 504 interviews were conducted on landlines and 505 were conducted on cellular 

telephones.  

 

The sample was purchased from Marketing Systems Group and the research was funded by Fairleigh 

Dickinson University. 
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Tables 

Regardless of whether or not you are registered to vote, if the election for president was held today and the choices were 

[insert names – rotate], who would you vote for? 

  Men Women 

 
All 

Gender 

qs first 

Gender qs 

second 
Diff 

Gender 

qs first 

Gender qs 

second 
Diff 

Gender 

qs first 

Gender qs 

second 
Diff 

Hillary 

Clinton 
52% 58 45 +13 57 45 +12 63 55 +8 

Donald 

Trump 
34% 31 37 -6 32 40 -8 24 22 +2 

Hillary 

Clinton 
47% 56 39 +17 55 39 +16 58 48 +10 

Ted Cruz 39% 33 44 -11 34 45 -11 31 33 -2 

Hillary 

Clinton 
42% 47 38 +9 50 42 +8 51 46 +5 

John 

Kasich 
41% 41 41 0 36 44 -8 37 30 +7 

           

Bernie 

Sanders 
53% 58 50 +8 60 46 +14 59 59 0 

Donald 

Trump 
34% 31 36 -5 30 42 -12 27 20 +7 

Bernie 

Sanders 
50% 52 49 +3 54 47 +7 45 54 -9 

Ted Cruz 36% 35 37 -2 32 40 -8 35 28 +7 

Bernie 

Sanders 
48% 50 46 +4 57 46 +11 44 52 -8 

John 

Kasich 
35% 35 36 -1 30 39 -9 34 25 +9 

 

Please tell me which of the following statements best describes your feelings, even if neither is perfect: 

The obstacles that once existed for women to succeed in politics are largely gone OR Women still experience obstacles 

that make it difficult for them to succeed in politics [rotate] 

  Gender PID Age 

 All Male Female Dem Ind Repub 18-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+ 

Obstacles 

gone 
34% 37 32 21 13 52 22 35 36 42 43 

Obstacles 

remain 
61% 60 62 75 73 44 74 63 59 55 49 

DK (vol) 4% 3 5 3 10 4 4 1 4 3 7 

Refused (vol) 1% 1 1 0 4 0 0 1 0 1 1 
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The obstacles that once existed for women to succeed in politics are largely gone OR Women still experience obstacles 

that make it difficult for them to succeed in politics [rotate] 

 
 Education Race 

Women X 

Age 

 
All HS 

Some 

college 
Coll+ 

White, Non-

Hispanic 

Black, Non-

Hispanic 
Hispanic < 50 50+ 

Obstacles 

gone 
34% 36 35 33 37 26 24 29 34 

Obstacles 

remain 
61% 58 63 63 59 69 75 66 61 

DK (vol) 4% 6 2 4 4 4 1 6 5 

Refused (vol) 1% 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 

 

In your opinion, does the news media evaluate women candidates more harshly than male candidates, treat women the 

same as male candidates, or are women candidates evaluated less harshly than male candidates?  

  Gender PID Age 

 
All Male 

Femal

e 
Dem Ind Repub 18-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+ 

More harshly 37% 29 45 55 31 19 43 36 38 39 30 

Treated the same 35% 40 31 30 24 43 34 40 38 32 34 

Less harshly 20% 26 15 9 33 32 17 16 19 25 27 

DK (vol) 6% 3 8 6 9 5 6 8 4 4 7 

Refused (vol) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

 

In your opinion, does the news media evaluate women candidates more harshly than male candidates, treat women 

the same as male candidates, or are women candidates evaluated less harshly than male candidates? 

  Education Race Women X Age 

 

All HS 
Some 

college 
Coll+ 

White, 

Non-

Hispanic 

Black, 

Non-

Hispanic 

Hispanic < 50 50+ 

More harshly 37% 36 39 38 35 51 43 46 41 

Treated the same 35% 33 33 40 38 30 29 32 32 

Less harshly 20% 23 22 16 21 13 18 15 19 

DK (vol) 6% 7 5 5 5 6 10 7 7 

Refused (vol) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 

 

The fact that a woman is a leading candidate for her party’s nomination is something that is not likely to occur again any 

time soon OR There are many women today who are likely to become a major party candidate for president [rotate] 

  Gender PID Age 

 All Male Female Dem Ind Repub 18-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+ 

Unlikely 24% 25 23 22 32 26 22 26 17 31 24 

Likely 71% 72 70 72 56 71 72 70 80 66 68 

DK (vol) 4% 3 6 5 8 3 5 3 3 2 7 

Refused 

(vol) 
1% 0 1 1 4 0 1 1 0 1 1 
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The fact that a woman is a leading candidate for her party’s nomination is something that is not likely to occur again 

any time soon OR There are many women today who are likely to become a major party candidate for president 

[rotate] 

  Education Race Women X Age 

 
All HS 

Some 

college 
Coll+ 

White, Non-

Hispanic 

Black, Non-

Hispanic 
Hispanic < 50 50+ 

Unlikely 24% 24 23 24 23 31 25 21 27 

Likely 71% 68 73 74 73 62 70 73 65 

DK (vol) 4% 7 3 2 4 6 2 6 7 

Refused (vol) 1% 0 1 0 0 2 3 1 1 

 

Just your best guess, currently what percent of Congress is represented by women? 

  Gender PID Age 

 
All Male Female Dem Ind Repub 

18-

34 
35-44 

45-

54 

55-

64 
65+ 

Average 21 21 21 21 28 21 22 21 26 19 20 

 

Just your best guess, currently what percent of Congress is represented by women? 

  Education Race 

 

All HS Some college Coll+ 

White, 

Non-

Hispanic 

Black, 

Non-

Hispanic 

Hispanic 

Average 21 23 20 19 20 24 26 

 

Question wording and order: 

Programming note: ½ get GEND1 through GEND4 before CAND1 through CAND6. Remaining ½ get 

CAND1 through CAND6 before GEND1 through GEND4. GEND4 is always last in GEND series. 

 

Please tell me which of the following statements best describes your feelings, even if neither is perfect 

[rotate statements and question order]: 

 

GEND1 The obstacles that once existed for women to succeed in politics are largely gone OR 

Women still experience obstacles that make it difficult for them to succeed in politics  

1 Obstacles gone 

2 Obstacles remain 

8 Don’t know (vol) 

9 Refused (vol) 

 

GEND2 The fact that a woman is a leading candidate for her party’s nomination is something that 

is not likely to occur again any time soon OR There are many women today who are likely to become a 

major party candidate for president  

1 Unlikely to occur again soon 

2 Other women will become major party candidate 

8 Don’t know (vol) 

9 Refused (vol) 
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GEND3 In your opinion, does the news media evaluate women candidates more harshly than male 

candidates, treat women the same as male candidates, or are women candidates evaluated less harshly 

than male candidates? 

1 More harshly 

2 Treated the same 

3 Less harshly 

8 DK (vol) 

9 Refused (vol) 

 

GEND4 Just your best guess, currently what percent of Congress is represented by women? 

 

Regardless of whether or not you are registered to vote, if the election for president was today and the 

choices were….. who would you vote for? [Rotate question order and candidate names] 

 

CAND1 Democrat Hillary Clinton or Republican Donald Trump 

CAND2 Democrat Bernie Sanders or Republican Donald Trump 

CAND3 Democrat Hillary Clinton or Republican Ted Cruz 

CAND4 Democrat Bernie Sanders or Republican Ted Cruz 

CAND5 Democrat Hillary Clinton or Republican John Kasich 

CAND6 Democrat Bernie Sanders or Republican John Kasich 

 

1 Dem 

2 Repub 

3 Won’t vote (vol) 

8 Dk (vol) 

9 Refused (vol) 

 

Weighted Sample Characteristics 

 

Gender Male 48% 

 Female 52% 

Age 18-29 16% 

 30-49 33% 

 50-64 27% 

 65+ 21% 

 Refused 3% 

Race White Non-Hispanic 69% 

 Black Non-Hispanic 12% 

 Hispanic 10% 

 Other/Refused 9% 

Education HS or less 41% 

 Some college/AA degree 26% 

 College and beyond 32% 

 DK/Refused 1% 

 


